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to all who became well acquainted with him. His personality 
was attractive and none who met him can fail to remember 
his tall and striking appearance, his rich sonorous voice, and 
the peculiarly frank and friendly expression of his face. 

C. M. VORCE. 



MOSES CLARK WHITE, A. M., M. D., 

OF New Haven. Conn. 

By the death of Professor Moses Clark White, M. D., which 
occurred October 24, 1901, the American Microscopical Society 
lost one of its oldest and most enthusiastic members. 

Dr. White was born in Paris, N. Y., July 24, 1819, and was 
accordingly over eighty-one years old at the time of his death. 
His preliminary education was obtained at Cazenovia Sem- 
inary, Cazenovia, Isew York, after which he entered Wesleyan 
University at Middletown, Conn., in February, 1842, and grad- 
uated third in rank in the class of 1845. The following two 
years he spent in New Haven, Conn., in theological and med- 
ical studies at Yale University, meanwhile preaching in New 
Haven and adjoining towns. 

Having been ordained an elder in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and soon after this appointed as a missionary to China, 
he sailed together with his wife from Boston on April 15, 1847, 
going to Foo-Chow, and the years from 1847 to 1853 were spent 
in medical missionary work in that country. His experiences 
in those early days of Chinese missionary work were most 
varied and unusual, combining a large dispensary service with 
a private practice that covered a wide territory. During this 
time, he also published a translation of the gospel of Matthew 
in the colloquial language of Foo-Chow, which is said to have 
been the first book ever published in that dialect. After seven 
months' residence in China Mrs. White died, and Dr. White's 
own health finally became so impaired that he was compelled 
to leave there in 1853, and he returned to New Haven. Soon 
after his return, he published "^An Introduction to the Study 
of the Colloquial Language of Foo-Chow.'' In 1851, before his 
return from China, he was again married, his wife being Mary 
Seely, of South Onondaga, N. Y. 

Upon Ms return to this country he again took up his med- 
ical studies at Yale and graduated in medicine in 1854, then 
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establishing himself in New Haven as a physician. He at once 
became interested in microscopy, and in 1857 was appointed 
lecturer on microscopy in the medical department of Yale 
University. Ten years later, he was advanced to the newly 
established professorship of Microscopy and Pathology in the 
same institution; and this position of Professor of Pathology 
he retained until a few months before his death, when he 
severed his active connection with the Medical School and was 
elected Professor Emeritus in the same subject. 

Aside from his duties as a practicing physician, and as a 
teacher of medicine. Dr. White found time to act as an in- 
structor in Boftany in the Sheffield Scientific School from 1861 
to 1864, and he was also a lecturer on Vegetable and Animal 
Histology in Wesleyan University, his old alma mater, from 
1869 to 1875. For many years he was connected with the 
/New Haven Hospital, as one of the attending physicians, and 
as pathologist, at the same time being a member of the board 
of directors of that institution. He was also secretary of 
the Connecticut State Medical Society from 1864 to 1876. 
Since the creation of the office of Microscopist of the New 
York Medico-Legal Society, that position has been filled by 
Dr. White. His connection with and work for the American 
Microscopical Society since he became a member of it in 1885 
is too well known to need repetition here. Always an active 
member in the full sense of the word, he served in 1898 as 
Vice President, and would have been honored with the posi- 
tion of President had he permitted the use of his name. 

From the establishment of the office of Medical Examiner, 
or Coroner's Physician, in Connecticut in 1883, until the time 
of his death. Dr. White held that position for the town of 
New Haven. His success in this office is perhaps best given 
in the words of the Coroner of New Haven County: ^^As Med- 
ical Examiner, he has been associated closely with me for 
the past seventeen years, during which time he has never 
wavered in the complete performance of his duties, rendering 
honest, capable, reliable, efficient, valued service. As Coroner 
of New Haven County, State of Connecticut, I have twenty- 
five Medical Examiners connected with the office. Dr. White 
was the peer of them all, the one to whom I went and whose 
knowedge and counsel I availed myself of." 

Besides the publications already referred to, Dr. White as- 
sisted largely in the preparation of ^^Silliman's Physics," and 
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wrcyte the chapter on Optics. He revised and edited the sec- 
ond edition of "Porter's Chemistry." For some years he has 
shown great interest in micro-photography, and in the exam- 
ination of blood stains, not only by chemical means, but par- 
ticularly by measurements of the red blood corpuscles. This 
latter method he emphasized as of value in differentiating the 
blood of various animals. His publications in this line have 
been many and important, and the members of the American 
Microscopical Society have had an opportunity to see the ex- 
tensive and exact nature of his work. More recently he has 
devoted much time to the perfection and use of the projection 
microscope. 

This incomplete outline of the life-work of Professor White 
may give some idea of the energy of the man and of his abil- 
ity in various directions. But only those who knew him best 
could rightly appreciate his true worth. He was so quiet, so 
unobtrusive in his manner, that a close acquaintance was 
necessary to really know the man. And such an acquaintance 
could not fail to show his uniform kindness to all, his remark- 
able enthusiasm which kept him to the very front in his work 
in microscopy, and a determination which kept him active al- 
most to the day of death. 

One of his long-time friends has well written of him, "Ear- 
nest in all his undertakings, of the highest integrity and up- 
rightness of character, enjoying the respect and confidence 
of all with whom he was associated, his memory deserves to 
be honored by some i>en that will thoughtfully, truthfully, 
and lovingly delineate the meritorious and estimable char- 
acteristics of Dr. White as they were known to those who 
knew him best." O. J. Bartlett. 

New Haven, Conn,, April, 1901. 



